i The test 
that sets the 


English for International Opportunity standard 
General Training Writing 


Module format 
IELTS General Training Writing lasts a total of 60 minutes. The paper consists of 2 tasks (Writing 
Task 1 and Writing Task 2) and candidates must answer BOTH tasks. 


Answer format 
Candidates write their answers in pen or pencil on Answer Sheets provided. 


Timing 
Students are advised to spend 20 minutes on Task 1 and 40 minutes on Task 2. They must 
complete both tasks in one hour. 


e Task1 


Candidates are asked to write a personal informal, semi-formal or formal letter, responding to a 
given problem or situation. Input to Task 1 includes a brief description of the problem or 
situation followed by 3 bullet points which tell the candidate what information is required in the 
letter. Candidates must write at least 150 words for this task. 

Writing Task 1 assessment is based on the following criteria: 


e Task Achievement (i.e. how effectively the candidate has identified, illustrated and 
reported the key features of the information in the task) 

e Coherence and Cohesion (i.e. how well the information and ideas are organised, 
and how well the information is linked) 

e Lexical Resource (i.e. the range of vocabulary used, how accurately it is used and 
how appropriate it is for the task) : 

e Grammatical Range and Accuracy (i.e. the range of wyw ielts org how 
accurately they are used and how appropriate they are for the task) 


Task 1 regulations candidates need to know. 


Candidates must write their answers on the Answer Sheet provided. 

If they write less than the minimum word limit they will be penalised. 

They will be penalised for irrelevance if the response is off-topic. 

They will be severely penalised if their writing is plagiarised (i.e. copied from 
another source). 

They will be penalised if their answer is not written as full, connected text (e.g. 
using bullet points in any part of the response, or note form etc.) 


e Task 2 


For Writing Task 2, candidates are presented with an opinion, problem or issue which they must 
discuss. They may be asked to present the solution to a problem, present and justify an 
opinion, compare and contrast evidence or opinions, or evaluate and challenge an argument or 
idea. Candidates must write at least 250 words and are advised to spend 40 minutes on this 
task. 


Writing Task 2 assessment is based on the following criteria: 


Task Response (i.e. how fully and appropriately the candidate has answered all 
parts of the task; the extent to which the candidate's ideas are relevant, 
developed and supported; the extent to which the candidate's position is clear and 
effective) 

Coherence and Cohesion (i.e. how well the information and ideas are organised 
and presented, including paragraphing; how well the information is linked) 

Lexical Resource (i.e. the range of vocabulary used, how accurately it is used and 
how appropriate it is for the task) 

Grammatical Range and Accuracy (i.e. the range of structures used, how 
accurately they are used and how appropriate they are for the task) 


Task 2 regulations the candidate needs to know. 


They must write their answers on the Answer Sheet provided. 

If candidates write less than the minimum word limit, they will be penalised. 

They will be penalised for irrelevance if the response is off-topic. 

Any writing which is plagiarised (i.e. copied from another source) will be severely 
penalised. 

They will be penalised if their answer is not written as full connected text (e.g. 
using bullet points in any part of the response, or note form etc). 


Each of the tasks is assessed separately by a trained and qualified examiner and given a score. 
Writing Task 2 is worth more marks than Writing Task 1 so candidates should be sure to leave 
plenty of time to complete Writing Task 2. From July 1 2007 General Training Writing band 
scores will be reported in whole bands or half bands 


Taken 


from IELTS Website: Teaching Resources Section http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ielts/writing/aboutthepaper/overview.htm 
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